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Transport minister announces new industry scheme to cut 

emissions, save fuel in HGVs  
 

The Transport Minister Andrew Jones has announced that a new scheme, developed by LowCVP members, is 
to be rolled out to support the introduction of lower carbon, fuel saving commercial vehicle technology. 
 
Speaking at the LowCVP’s Annual Conference, the minister explained that the Low Carbon Accreditation 
Scheme for HGV technology is designed to tackle one of the main barriers to the adoption of lower carbon, 
cleaner and more efficient commercial vehicles in the UK.  
 
Andrew Jones said: “We are always looking at new ways to make the vehicles on our roads cleaner and this 
new scheme will help the freight industry to embrace the latest technology. 
 
“The UK’s low emission vehicle industry is a huge success story and a source of strength in our economy. This 
is further proof that the government is leading the way as global demand for these vehicles grows.” 
 
Commercial vehicles have been contributing a rising share of road transport emissions, and now account for 
over 30% of the CO2 emissions from the sectori.  While emissions from HGVs are down by around 9% since 
1990 (2014 figs), emissions from vans have grown by 48%.  
   
The LowCVP-led project has developed an accurate, reproducible and representative procedure for 
measuring the operations of trucks and vans used for carrying freight. The procedure enables equipment 
manufacturers or vehicle operators to conduct robust, repeatable and reliable tests to validate the impact 
on fuel consumption and emissions of retrofit technology – such as low rolling resistance tyres and 
aerodynamic additions, or engine efficiency technology - under a range of representative operating 
conditions.  
 
The scheme will provide information on the operational characteristics of the technology, providing practical 
information to operators on its potential applicability. The test and accreditation scheme is to be focused on 
proving existing technology in a robust back-to-back comparison under realistic HGV operational scenarios. 
 
Developed with support from the Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) and the Department for Transport 
(DfT) and also drawing on European work on HGV carbon measurement, the scheme is being introduced 
following collaboration with key partners involved in the industry including: Horiba Mira, Millbrook, TRL, 
Michelin, Stobart Group, Mercedes Truck, Transport for London (TfL) and Transport KTN. 
 



The initiative aims to stimulate the development of a market for low carbon HGVs by addressing one of the 
key existing market failures; the fact that operators don’t have a ‘go-to’ source of reliable and impartial 
information about low carbon, fuel saving retrofit technologies. 
 
With the launch of the Scheme and publication of the testing guidance, project leaders will be engaging with 
UK operators and the HGV market to disseminate information about the Accreditation Scheme and 
associated test processes. 
 
The LowCVP Managing Director Andy Eastlake said: “Earlier work by the LowCVP identified that the absence 
of reliable, robust and accessible data was one of the most significant barriers to the adoption of low carbon 
and fuel saving technology in trucks. 
 
“Thanks to the work of many key partners and supporters we believe that this initiative will encourage the 
adoption of many positive innovations, saving carbon and costs, and can form the basis for further policy 
support in this vital road transport sector.” 
 
David Blanchard, Performance Durability Technical Specialist at HORIBA MIRA, said: “The work that we have 
conducted together with the LowCVP has produced a test protocol that has proven to be robust, with 
excellent repeatability. We are delighted that fleet operators now have an excellent tool to validate fuel 
saving technology, which we hope will lead to the faster adoption of this technology - ultimately leading to a 
reduction of tailpipe emissions on the UK’s roads.” 
 
Phil Stones, Chief Engineer, Powertrain, Millbrook Group said: "Millbrook is pleased to have been working 
on this initiative and is proud to see it coming to fruition. We look forward to continuing to test carbon 
reducing technologies, from tyre technologies and aerodynamic aids to alternative fuels, under the new 
scheme.”  
 
Andrew Lowery, Vice-Chair LoCITY HGV Working Group said: “With a wide range of products and services on 
the market all aiming to reduce vehicle emissions, it is difficult to know which are the most cost-effective 
solutions for particular duty cycles. LoCITY therefore welcomes the launch of this technology certification 
scheme to help better inform fleet operators about how to reduce emissions, cut costs and improve air 
quality across London and beyond.” 
 
Rachael Dillon, FTA’s Climate Change Policy Manager, said: “Adopting operational efficiency measures are 
key for any commercial fleet operator to improve fuel efficiency and reduce carbon emissions. However too 
often it is difficult for companies to decipher what the best technologies are out there for them to utilise.  
 
“We welcome and support the Low Carbon Accreditation Scheme developed by the LowCVP to help our 
members have confidence to invest in technologies that have been independently tested and proven to 
deliver fuel savings.  This accreditation scheme is essential as the sector remains under pressure to reduce 
fuel use in order to contribute to climate change targets and reduce air pollutants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Pictures of the transport minister visiting a truck with low carbon retrofit technologies at the LowCVP 
Conference are available via this link. (Pictures will be uploaded while the Conference is in progress. Those 
relating to this release should be available here by around 2pm.) 
 
An example of a certificate from the scheme can be downloaded here. 
 
Media Contact: Neil Wallis, LowCVP, 0207 304 6806; Mob: 07974 255720 neil.wallis@lowcvp.org.uk  
 
About the LowCVP 
The LowCVP is a public-private, not-for-profit partnership that exists to accelerate a sustainable shift to 
lower carbon vehicles and fuels and create opportunities for UK businesses. The LowCVP has been - and 
continues to be - mainly funded by the Department for Transport but with increasing contributions via 
membership fees and sponsorship/project income. Approaching 200 organisations are members, from 
diverse backgrounds including automotive and fuel supply chains, vehicle users, academics and 
environment/not-for-profit bodies.  
For more information visit: www.lowcvp.org.uk 
 

i 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/511701/20160331_2014_ODS_
Final_Emissions_data_tables.ods  
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